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Unsinkable Edna

Famed festival
gives the nod
to K-W man’s
surreal film
BY COLIN HUNTER
RECORD STAFF
ale Heslip doesn’t want
fame to go to his head.
Then again, his head — his
surreal, disembodied, cantankerous head — may be his ticket
to fame.
The Kitchener native made
big waves at the Cannes Film
Festival in France last month
with the debut of his short film,
The Truth About Head.
The 12-minute film, which
raked in four awards at the prestigious festival, is about a head.
A head named Ed. A head
named Ed who wants nothing
more than to have a body under
his neck, just like everyone else.
“It’s based on the classic
premise that you always want
something that you can’t have
— that the grass is always
greener on the other side,” Heslip said yesterday by phone
from Toronto, where he pays
the bills by directing TV commercials for beer and soup,
among other things.
The Truth About Head is the
45-year-old director’s first wholly independent film creation,
with no product to sell or advertising executives to please.
As such, he got to flex his creative muscles, inventing an offkilter carnival world that
harkens to the whimsical
works of Terry Gilliam (Monty
Python’s Meaning of Life) and
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Author Edna Staebler relaxes in her room at a local retirement home, where she is recovering from a stroke. She is reading one
of the more than 60 submissions for this year’s Edna Staebler Award for creative non-fiction.

At 97, Staebler is all grace and charm
lah.”
That’s how Edna
Staebler says she’s feeling.
Who wouldn’t be after a
stroke, hospitalization and recent, transitional move to a retirement home?
But Edna says “blah” with
a smile. She was gracious,
charming and generous with
her thoughts when I met her
for the first time, earlier this
week.
I was nervous, entering her
room. The woman is a
renowned writer (21 best sellers), famed philanthropist,
honorary doctor of letters,
member of the Order of Canada, in the Waterloo County
Hall of Fame, and the recipient of award upon award, including a Queen’s Jubilee
medal.
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SUSAN
CHILTON
She is beloved. Her suite is
overflowing with flowers. The
stack of cards from well-wishers is so heavy she jokes, “Pick
it up — if you can.”
She shows me enlarged
photographs of the splendid
view she has from her home at
Sunfish Lake, and of Mally,
the cat there she dearly misses.
She has the wonderful

knack of putting people at
ease within moments.
Local filmmaker Lawrence
McNaught, who is working on
a documentary about the illustrious 97-year-old, chuckles
when I comment on this.
“You go to see Edna because you’re curious about
her and when you get there
you’re struck by how genuinely curious she is about you. It’s
a wonderful appeal.
“She’s a fascinating conversationalist, she’s had a long
and varied career, and you
meet her and a connection is
made.”
For McNaught, the connection has lasted well over 30
years.
Spending an hour with her
— an acclaimed journalist,
photojournalist and author

long before her “Schmecks”
cookbooks — just made me
want to know more about her.
Pierre Berton edited many
of her articles when he was at
Macleans magazine, and has
remained a close friend.
“Edna was a different sort
of writer than everybody
else,” he recalls.
“She was able to catch the
way people talked. It’s the
hardest thing in the world to
do and if you get that right,
you’ve got something.
“She picked up various dialects because she dealt with
people who are on the edge: Old
Order Mennonites, Hutterites,
people who lived in a small bay
town in Newfoundland, and
she made you feel in her stories
that you were right there.
SEE EDNA: PAGE A2

Newborns, moms exposed to SARS
TORONTO

oronto’s SARS outbreak
took a distressing turn yesterday with news that a medical
student came down with SARS
just hours after working a shift
on an obstetrics ward where he
had contact with five newborns.
“It’s obviously very unfortunate,’’ said Dr. Donald Low, chief
microbiologist at the hospital
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involved, Toronto’s Mount
Sinai.
“It’s low risk but we’re just
not taking any chances.
“We hope that the babies
aren’t affected. We’ll monitor
that over the next 10 days.’’
While the thought of infants
and their mothers being exposed to SARS is disturbing,
this case raises another troubling issue: The trainee came

down with the disease 12 or
more days after being exposed
to the virus.
The internationally accepted incubation period for the disease is 10 days because the overwhelming majority of people
who fall ill with SARS do so
within that amount of time after exposure.
Consequently, public health
officials ask people who have

More SARS news
PAGES A3 AND A6

been in contact with someone
with SARS to isolate themselves
for 10 days.
Four women who had significant contact with the medical
student have been sent into
home quarantine; three of them
have given birth.
SEE SARS: PAGE A2
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Former Forest Heights student
Dale Heslip has won four awards
at the Cannes Film Festival for
his quirky short film, The Truth
About Head.
Tim Burton (Edward Scissorhands).
Heslip and a small crew shot
the film over a weekend in October on a wonky sideshow set on
Toronto’s waterfront and hurriedly edited it and added
French subtitles before sending
it off to Cannes’ cinematic elite.
Before long, he was heading
to Cannes himself, where critics
and audiences heralded him as
an impressive new talent.
“The fact that the film even
got into Cannes was amazing,”
Heslip said. “The fact that it
won some awards was completely unbelievable.”
Cannes is a long way away
from Kitchener’s Forest Heights
Collegiate, where Heslip discovered he had a flair for the quirky
and creative.
In his last two years there, he
was artistic director for Journey, the school’s annual studentrun variety show.
SEE CANNES: PAGE A12

Province gives
St. Mary’s $15M
BY ANNE KELLY
RECORD STAFF

KITCHENER
St. Mary’s Hospital received
$15.5 million from the province
yesterday, most of it to cover
higher construction costs on its
$89.6-million redevelopment.
Deputy Premier Elizabeth
Witmer presented a cheque to
cover $13.2 million of the $20 million in increased costs since original estimates nearly three years
ago. The cheque also covered $2.3
million for electrical, mechanical and window upgrades, which
are not part of the project.
The tab escalated because of
inflation, emergency room expansion and additional intensive care and rehabilitation
beds ordered by the Ministry of

Health. High-tech equipment
for the regional cardiac centre,
which is part of the project, also
cost more than expected.
‘‘We’re thrilled,” chief executive officer Bruce Antonello
said. The hospital thought it
would get about $13 million.
The money allows the hospital to proceed with the final
phase of redevelopment: a
100,000-square-foot addition and
96,000 square feet of renovations. It will consolidate all ambulatory care clinics and nine
operating rooms. One will be
dedicated to cardiac surgery,
one shared for general and cardiac surgery and two will be
dedicated to eye surgery. Construction is to start in August
and finish in 2005.
SEE ST. MARY’S: PAGE A2

Treatment at border left family in shock
BY MIRKO PETRICEVIC
RECORD STAFF

KITCHENER
atching her father being
frisked, handcuffed and
incarcerated has left Mehdiya
Hudda feeling chilled about our
neighbours to the south.
“We made a pact never to go
there again,” said the 11-yearold Kitchener girl.
Mehdiya was sitting in the
back of a minivan with two
younger brothers as the Muslim
family headed for an Islamic
conference in Washington, D.C.,
on May 22.
After they crossed the Peace
Bridge at Fort Erie and reached
the U.S. border, a U.S. customs
inspector asked Mehdiya’s father, Shafiq Hudda, to open the
van’s rear hatch.
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Shafiq Hudda, of Kitchener, was
refused entry into the United
States on May 22.
After a cursory look at the
luggage, the inspector asked
him to step aside, put his hands
on the van and spread his legs,

Hudda recalled earlier this
week during a phone interview
from B.C. where he is working
temporarily.
“I was in a bit of a shock,” he
said. “It was scary.”
The inspector frisked him,
then twisted Hudda’s arms behind his back and slapped steel
handcuffs on him, Hudda says.
During five hours in a small
cell, Hudda says he was questioned by a customs officer and
an FBI agent.
He was eventually photographed, fingerprinted and,
along with his family, escorted
back to the Canadian border.
According to Hudda, officers
said they barred him because he
didn’t have a written invitation
to the conference or proof that he
had registered for the meeting.
SEE DENIED: PAGE A12
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Sabira Hudda (top left), her daughter Mehdiya, and sons Mukhtar
(bottom left) and Minhal, say they will avoid the U.S. for good after
being turned back on their way to an Islamic conference.

